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The present invention relates to an electrophotographic 
process. In this process, a surface of an insulating layer of a 
photosensitive plate, which is basically formed by an 
electroconductive support, a photoconductive layer and the insulating 
layer, is uniformly charged positively or negatively by corona 
discharge or the like, such that electric charges having a polarity 
opposite to that used for the charging are captured at an interface 
between the photoconductive layer and the insulating layer, or within 
the photoconductive layer. Subsequently, the charged surface of the 
insulating layer is irradiated with light representing an original image, 
and is subjected to AC corona discharge at the same time, such that an 
electrostatic image representing the original image is formed on the 
surface of the insulating layer due to the difference in the surface 
potential, which difference is made in accordance with the light-dark 
pattern of the original image. Next, the entire surface of the insulating 
layer is uniformly exposed to light, and an electrostatic image 
representing the original image and having high contrast is formed on 
the surface. Further, the electrostatic image is made visible by 



development with a developer mainly comprised of colored particles 
which are charged. Subsequently, the image thus made visible is 
transferred onto a transfer material such as paper by using internal or 
external electric field. The transferred image is then fixed by applying 
thereto heat rays from an infrared ray lamp or the like to obtain an 
electrophotographic copy of the original image. After the transfer, the 
surface of the insulating layer is cleaned in order to remove charged 
particles remaining thereon, and the photosensitive plate is repeatedly 
used. 
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